First Day “Find” Exercise

January 8, 2008

In my face-to-face classes, I do this exercise on the first day.

It serves three purposes. First, it breaks the ice and makes everyone feel a little more comfortable—they end up meeting every single person in the class and can connect a name to a face. Second, it gets students to think about how much reading and writing they do on an everyday basis and how that experience can translate into “practice” for the classroom setting. Lastly, it touches on many of the situations we’ll encounter in class: reading a book, reading poetry, writing in a journal, writing a film criticism, and taking notes in class—notes “good enough to share.”

The first time I did the exercise, I thought maybe the students were thinking, “boy, she sure is wasting time.” Later in the semester, however, a student mentioned that this first day exercise allowed him to see his classmates as real people, with real lives, real passions, and it gave him the ability to see how our community of writers was going to work. He said he was glad to know his fellow students and start a relationship with them on the first day of class. Since I’ve implemented this, the exercise becomes richer as I figure out how to relate their everyday writing/reading experiences to what will happen in our semester together.

This exercise usually takes about 40 minutes and includes quite a bit of oral discussion about how students tend to view reading and writing negatively, mostly because it’s related to a grade rather than a learning experience.

It’s a great way to start the semester and it helps me to see who is in my classroom, what kids of reading/writing experiences they have, and how they relate to one another as discussion ensues.

Enjoy,

Karen Randolph

First Day “Find”

Find as many classmates as you can that fit the following descriptions.

SOMEONE WHO READS THE NEWSPAPER

SOMEONE WHO LIKED A MOVIE MADE FROM A BOOK

SOMEONE WHO READS MYSTERY NOVELS

SOMEONE WHO SURFS THE INTERNET

SOMEONE WHO READS SCIENCE FICTION

SOMEONE WHO COOKS

SOMEONE WHO WRITES POETRY

SOMEONE WHO WRITES IN A CHAT ROOM OR IN A BLOG

SOMEONE WHO HAS READ/READS SHAKESPEARE

SOMEONE WHO TAKES CLASS NOTES GOOD ENOUGH TO SHARE

SOMEONE WHO SPEAKS ANOTHER LANGUAGE

SOMEONE WHO READS TO A CHILD

SOMEONE WHO READS FOR RELAXATION

SOMEONE WHO WRITES LOVE LETTERS

SOMEONE WHO READS MAGAZINES

SOMEONE WHO READS ABOUT SPORTS

SOMEONE WHO READS REVIEWS OF MOVIES

SOMEONE WHO WRITES IN A JOURNAL ON A REGULAR BASIS

SOMEONE WHO HAS READ A NOVEL IN THE PAST MONTH

“Real world” questions:

1. How often do your classmates read and write?

2. How often do you read and write?

Now take a few moments and write down some ideas as to why this assignment was important in regards to the recurring words in each line. What am I trying to get you to consider about those concepts and their relationship to the academic world (from the “real” world)?

