
	How NOT to combine sentences


	· Do NOT use a comma alone; this is a comma splice.
	Example: I ran up the steps, Fred fell down them.



	· Do NOT use nothing at all; this is a fused or run-on sentence.
	Example: I ran up the steps Fred fell down them.



	These are both incorrect sentence structures.


	How to combine sentences to make compound sentences


	· Take two simple sentences:
	I ran up the steps.  Fred fell down them.

	· Combine them with a comma & conjunction (,and/but/or/for/nor/ so/yet): 
	I ran up the steps, and Fred fell down them.

I ran up the steps, but Fred fell down them.

	· Combine them with a semicolon ;
	I ran up the steps; Fred fell down them.

	· Combine them with semicolon, transition, comma patterns—              ; therefore/for instance,
	I ran up the steps; however, Fred fell down them.

I ran up the steps; in contrast, Fred fell down them.

	· These can be split back into two complete, separate sentences:
	I ran up the steps.  But Fred fell down them.

I ran up the steps.  However, Fred fell down them.


	How to combine to make complex sentences


	Take two simple sentences; each one is an independent clause:


	I ran up the steps.  Fred fell down them.

	· Add a subordinating conjunction (after, before, while, because, if, though, even though, etc.) to make one clause dependent.
	After I ran up the steps, Fred fell down them.

Because I ran up the steps, Fred fell down them.

I ran up the steps although Fred fell down them.

I will run up the steps if Fred fell down them.



	· Rewrite one clause with a relative pronoun (who, whom, whose, which, that) to make it dependent.
· Watch where commas are placed:
	I ran up the steps which Fred fell down.

Fred fell down the steps that I ran up.

When the dep. clause is first, put a comma.

Don’t use a comma when the clause is at the end.


	Complex sentences cannot be split up.  


	· They make sentence fragments.
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	I ran up the steps.  Which Fred fell down.

Fred fell down the steps.  That I ran up.
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