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DOCUMENTING SOURCES IN APA STYLE FOR RESEARCH PAPERS

Formal research writing relies on documented evidence to establish its point.  All writing uses supporting detail; DOCUMENTATION is what makes research writing different. In a research paper, your evidence must be smoothly presented and properly documented. There are three ways you can present your evidence:

	DIRECT QUOTE
	This is an exact copy of the original material. It is set off with quotation marks "    ", or set off in a block from the main text.

	PARAPHRASE
	This reproduces the thought and meaning of the original, but NOT the wording or sentence structure.  It is usually about as long as the original.

	SUMMARY
	This reproduces the main idea of the original, but NOT wording or sentence structure.  It is much shorter than the original, perhaps condensing many pages to a few sentences.


ALL SOURCE MATERIAL MUST BE PROPERLY DOCUMENTED AND ATTRIBUTED.  IF NOT, IT IS PLAGIARISM.  Plagiarism is theft.  Depending on the circumstances, it can be grounds for failing the paper, failing a course, or even expulsion.

The American Psychological Association (APA) documentation style uses parenthetical attribution, crediting a source in a parenthesis within the body of the paper.   

For the basic form of APA attribution, use the AUTHOR'S LAST NAME and YEAR OF PUBLICATION in parentheses after the source material in the paper, as with this paraphrase:

 People often don't see that language is what enables them to interpret the world around them (Dewey, 2001).

Use a comma between the author’s name(s) and the date.  The period comes AFTER the parenthesis because the attribution is part of the sentence.

In APA style, use a page number ONLY when citing a direct quotation, like this:

Sometimes there is no substitute for a "page of penciled scribbles" (Dewey, 2001, p. 15).

For two to five authors, use all the last names. For more than five, use et al.

Research is the only sure method of discovery (World, Book, & Paper, 1999).


Research is a sure way to madness (Freud et al., 1986).

Cite the first key word from the title for works with no author given.

Research is a "scavenger hunt" ("Fun,” 2001, p. 5).

For ease and variety, use a signal phrase to identify sources (author only or with title) in the body of the text.  This works especially well for awkward institutional sources such as government agencies or other organizations. Put the date in parentheses immediately after the name/title, but ALWAYS keep the page number for a quotation in parentheses at the end.


Dewey (2002) states that people often don't see that language enables us to understand the world.


The National Institutes of Health (2008) says “To combat viruses, wash your hands” (p. 7).

For quotes longer than 40 words, use block format, like this:
Begin the quote on a separate line, indent 5 spaces, and double space. DO NOT use quote marks. Use  the basic format or a signal phrase to identify the source. Block quotes should be used sparingly, especially in a paper less than ten pages long. This is the only case in which the parenthesis comes AFTER the period, like this.  (Dewey 612)    

For More Information: See the T/LC or Library for help with citation and attribution.
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