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Information Literacy   

 

Have you ever heard of Data Smog? 
 

 
 

A term coined by author David Shenk, it refers to the idea that too much information can create 
a barrier in our lives. This data smog is produced by the amount of information, the speed at 
which it comes to us from all directions, the need to make fast decisions, and the feeling of 
anxiety that we are making decisions without having ALL the information that is available or that 
we need.  

 

 
 
Information literacy is the solution to Data Smog. 

 
 It allows us to cope by giving us the skills to know when we need information 

and where to locate it effectively and efficiently.  
 

 It includes the technological skills needed to use the modern library as a 
gateway to information.  
 

 It enables us to analyze and evaluate the information we find, thus giving us 
confidence in using that information to make a decision or create a product.  
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https://wwwstage.delta.edu/Library/LibraryResearch/home.aspx
http://www.delta.edu/llic/LibraryResearch/InformationLiteracy.aspx

