
(AAUI) Source Evaluation Exercise 
 
Directions:    Here are four different segments from students’ research papers on 
various issues. Read the content and then make an evaluation of the underlined 
research source. (There is not a depth of content here, but please make the best 
determination you can in analyzing the source.)  Does the underlined source meet 
academic-level expectations to support the claim? Circle Yes or No, then describe why 
you circled yes or no under each of the three criteria for analyzing a source.   
 
From a student paper on health effects of smoking:  
(1) According to the website Why you need to quit smoking.org, “Smoking causes heart 
disease and stroke, and studies have shown that early signs of these diseases can be found 
in teen smokers.  Smoking at an early age increases the risk of lung cancer and can affect 
fertility in men.” The website quotes studies that indicate a person who smokes a pack of 
cigarettes or more per day will live seven years less than a person who never smoked. 
 
Evaluate:  Does information in the text above support using the underlined research 
source to make a claim on the health effects of smoking?  Analyze the source and 
circle yes or no on the questions below.  Please explain your answer on the lines 
provided.  
 
 

 Is the source authoritative?  (Authoritative = Are the author or publisher’s 
qualifications stated and adequate to use to support the claim?)  (Circle answer)                                       

                                                            Yes                                 No 
Explain why you circled yes or no:  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source relevant to the argument?                 Yes                              No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source time-appropriate?             Yes                            No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  
 



AAUI quiz continued:  
 
From a student paper on the health effects of smoking: 
(2)  Researchers are studying the impact of maternal smoking on premature birth.  An 
article in the Ladies Home Journal   reports “A young mother said she knew the 
premature birth of her baby was related to her smoking and occasional drinking.  Her 
baby was born six weeks early and weighed in at 4 pounds, 6 ounces.”   
 
Evaluate:  Does information in the text above support using the underlined research 
source to report the impact of smoking during pregnancy?  
 
 

 Is the source authoritative?  (Authoritative = Are the author or publisher’s 
qualifications stated and adequate to use to support the claim?)   

     Circle answer        Yes                   No 
 

Explain why you circled yes or no:  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source relevant to the argument?                 Yes                              No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source time-appropriate?             Yes                            No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AAUI quiz continued:  
 
From a student paper on consumer evaluation of vehicle choice: 
 

3) While General Motors is working to stabilize its financial footing worldwide, 
there are a few models that have been a happy surprise in sales. Since its 2008 
redesign, the Chevrolet Malibu has won praise from automotive periodicals and 
independent ranking companies. J.D. Power and Associates is an international 
marketing business owned by McGraw-Hill companies. Since 1968, it has 
conducted annual independent surveys of customer satisfaction, product quality 
and buyer behavior. The J.D. Power research is funded solely by the company, 
and its annual survey results are widely quoted in top business publications, such 
as the Wall Street Journal. In August, 2008, J.D. Power and Associates gave the 
2009 Chevrolet Malibu a top ranking for a mid-size sedan, noting its “stylish 
good looks, spacious, well-designed and sharp passenger cabin and solid safety 
scores…”  The quality consultants said the evaluation, combined with solid sales, 
predict the Malibu sedan will continue to be a leader for GM in the mid-sized car 
category, at least until more hybrid vehicles are on the market.  

 
 
Evaluate:  Does information in the text above support using the underlined research 
source to make the claim General Motors is headed toward a continued strong showing 
in the mid-sized sedan market? 
 

 Is the source authoritative?  (Authoritative = Are the author or publisher’s 
qualifications stated and adequate to use to support the claim?)   

     Circle answer                                          Yes                             No 
 

Explain why you circled yes or no:  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source relevant to the argument?                 Yes                              No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source time-appropriate?             Yes                            No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 



AAUI quiz continued:  
 
From a student paper advocating for the potential legalization of marijuana: 
 
4). Advocates of legalization of marijuana also point to the overloading of our U.S. 
prison system with inmates convicted not of dealing marijuana, but merely for possession 
of marijuana.  According to Change the Climate.Org, among the Americans charged with 
marijuana violations in 2007, 88 percent were charged with possession only. The 
“Change the Climate” website says “According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
Uniform Crime report, 45 percent of all drug arrests in the United States in 2007 were for 
marijuana violations.” If marijuana were legalized, law enforcement could be redirected 
to more serious crime.  
 
Evaluate.  Does the information in the text above support using the underlined 
research source to make a claim in favor of the legalization of marijuana? 
 

 Is the source authoritative?  (Authoritative = Are the author or publisher’s 
qualifications stated and adequate to use to support the claim?)   

     Circle answer                                               Yes                             No 
 
                                                                     Explain why you circled yes or no:  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source relevant to the topic?                 Yes                              No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 Is the source time-appropriate?             Yes                            No 
Explain:  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


