Reading Images

Unit Two Essay Assignment

Write an essay, comparing two specific images. The nature of the comparison is up to you, and the strength of your essay will likely rest on whether you find an interesting claim to make about the juxtaposition of the two images you’ve chosen. Whatever you choose to say, you should support your contentions with close examination of the images themselves, offering concise, descriptive language to capture the relevant aspects of the images. You may assume that your reader has seen the two images under discussion, but that she does not have them available while reading your essay.

This essay does not call for any additional research, but asks you to do original thinking in your writing. As part of this thinking, you may refer in your essay to the supporting materials that accompany the pictures, signs, digital images, TV advertisements and new broadcasts we reviewed in class. (Please include a works cited page properly formatted in MLA for any sources you do choose to use.) It is not enough just to describe the images, nor just to detail their similarities and differences. The central claim of your essay must discover something about the conjunction of these two images that matters, something about these two images that is so interesting (to you and your reader) that it needs to be pursued in an essay. Again, finding such a worthy thesis is the most difficult aspect of essay writing, and deserves your own most critical attention.

Writing Process: One valuable strategy for writing — both in this assignment and in writing generally — is to begin your thoughts (not necessarily your essay) with your own “gut” reaction. How do these images make you feel? Is there something intriguing or disturbing or exciting about them? Try to figure out why or how the images have this effect on you. Be as specific as possible. Allow yourself to explore your feelings and the images in great detail, but remember to edit your writing so that each sentence advances your discussion and relates to your thesis.

Writing Skills: This is the second essay assignment in ENG 109W, so it places some demands on you as a writer, demands that may feel unfamiliar. Our first essay asked you to dissect how to read a text, but this assignment asks you to read images. As in our first essay, you must do interpretive work, but this assignments demands from you an even closer reading and like the last essay your thesis as well as support of that thesis must be both motivated and original. Also, your thesis should be a comparative thesis on not just one but two images that do not obviously speak to each other. All of these aspects of the assignment are challenging and possibly unfamiliar, and you should reflect as you work on what parts of this essay you find most difficult to write and what in the assignment presents the greatest challenge.

(Length: minimum 2; maximum 3 pages; MLA formatted; Minimum 4 drafts)

Journal– Meta-Cognition: Along with our journal entries for this week, you should include a page (at the least) or two (at the maximum) of self-critique, where you discuss what you think are the problems with your essay. What parts of your essay are unclear? What parts are boring? What parts are not sufficiently motivated? What should you have discussed that got left out? You may also comment on aspects of your essay that you are particularly pleased with or proud of. This sort of self-critique is an extremely valuable skill in essay writing, and it is well worth practicing whenever possible. Thus, you will write three of these meta-cognition journals this semester—one for each essay.

