Tech Prep Meeting Notes and Updates
March 14, 2010

New Management Team Chair:
Penny Miller Nelson has volunteered to take the position as vice-chair.  Linda Engelhardt will chair the first meeting in the fall. Penny will then assume the role as chair.

County Updates:
Schools reported their activities: MACUL, Moodle, use of mobile learning devices in the classroom, student clubs, student competition, county wide school board meeting, principal for a day, Career Education Conference, student portfolios, CAD competition, National Home Builders Show, mock interviews, Career Showcase, construction conference, AutoRama, Detroit Auto Show, summer camps, updating electronic media degree, and dual enrollment student activities.

Michigan Career Education Conference:
The conference stressed as our future focus what we all do every day in terms of preparing students with skills that are useful in this economy through the integration of technology and hands-on work with traditional course career paths and academic requirements.  We must be conscience of the connection between the increased academic requirements and how that plays out with career education.  Students must be prepared in alternative energy to meet the demands of the industry.  Education is moving into those career fields. 

In support of academic & CTE Integration, a very useful powerpoint resource can be found on the Tech Prep website under Michigan Career Education Conference.  The title is Online Resources to Support Academic & CTE Integration.

Career and Technical Education Updates:
Our region is scheduled for a TRAC review late in the fall. There are seventeen standards that have been set and we have to produce the evidence that we meet these standards.  Members will be contacted to aid in providing the evidence to support these standards.  Cooperation from our partners is appreciated during this audit.

Articulation Updates:
A new process is in place to make the process smoother.  A thought for next year would be to have Emily Clement travel to the sites to work with teachers in completing their articulation agreements and answering questions.

Data:
Delta is currently running the June 2009 graduate data list.  This data is run against the National Clearinghouse.  The results will be emailed by semester to track where those students are.  It is requested that the 2010 graduates be emailed to Pat Graves.  It is important to include birthdates to make the identification of the students more accurate.

Our Tech Prep Core Indicator report shows that we have hit our target.  Students are doing well.
 
2009-10 Tech Prep Grant Updates:
We have submitted a revised budget to the state.  We added new activities and moved money for this minor revision.  We have not yet been approved for these revisions.   Schools will be notified as soon the State sends the approval.  Individual school budgets were distributed.  Highlighted activities have not yet been officially approved.  If the activity has past, it was advised to let us know so the dollars can be reallocated.  It is important to submit reimbursements as soon as the activity has occurred.  The final deadline for reimbursements is May 31, 2010.

2010-2011 Tech Prep Grant
The 2010-2011 grant application is due April 1st.  We will continue to do things the same as usual.  If schools would like to spend their Tech Prep dollars on different activities, it was advised to let us know as soon as possible   If we do not hear, the budget will be rolled over.  A change for the upcoming year will be no busses.  Members were asked to plan their activities with this in mind.  Approved activities are listed on the Tech Prep website.  Our next Tech Prep meeting will have time set aside to share information on how other schools are spending their Tech Prep dollars.  

Great Lakes Bay Regional Summer Institute Update:
The Institute will be held June 14-17, 2010.  The theme of this year’s Institute is Alternative Energy in the Great Lakes Bay Region.  There will be a big swing in employment in the Great Lakes Bay Region.  It is estimated that there will be 5,000 to 8,000 new jobs in the next 3 to 5 years in our area.  Employers are worried they will not have enough people to fill those jobs.  The Institute will give the teachers an insight on what to expect in our region in the next few years.  The lead instructor will be Jo Ellen Strieter.  The fee for Tech Prep participants will be $40 and $75 for non members.  The Institute can be taken for up to two graduate credits or SBCEUs.

Kathy Conklin will be offering an Entrepreneurship based Institute the following week.  The theme will be How To Think Like a Winner, How To Think Like an Entrepreneur.  A part of the Institute will focus on how to conserve energy we have with energy audits.  The two Institutes will tie together.  Participants can earn additional credits by attending this Institute the second week.

The next Tech Prep meeting is scheduled for May 11, 2010.  Members are asked to bring thoughts and ideas on how to use Tech Prep funds.

