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USING AND DOCUMENTING SOURCES IN RESEARCH PAPERS

Just as a trial uses testimony and exhibits to establish guilt or innocence, formal research relies on documented evidence to establish its point.  All writing uses supporting detail; DOCUMENTATION is what makes research writing different.  

· To DO research you must find adequate evidence to support your thesis.  

· To WRITE research, your evidence must be smoothly presented and properly documented.

	EVALUATE ALL EVIDENCE FOR RELEVANCE, ADEQUACY, AND FAIRNESS.

	PRIMARY EVIDENCE
	· Includes interviews, letters, personal experiences, observations, experiments

	SECONDARY EVIDENCE
	· Includes information from the Internet, books, periodicals, videos, computer databases, or other media


	THERE ARE THREE WAYS YOU CAN PRESENT YOUR EVIDENCE:

	1. DIRECT QUOTE
	This is an exact copy of the original material. It is set off with quotation marks like these "    ", or set off in a block from the main text. Quote sparingly.

	2. PARAPHRASE
	This, used most often, reproduces the thought and meaning of the original, but NOT the wording or sentence structure.  It is usually about as long as the original.

	3. SUMMARY
	This reproduces the main idea of the original, but NOT the wording or sentence structure.  It is a much shorter version of the original, perhaps condensing many pages to a few sentences.


See the T/LC handout “Guidelines for Writing Paraphrases and Summaries.”

ALL SOURCE MATERIAL, WHETHER QUOTE, PARAPHRASE, OR SUMMARY, MUST BE PROPERLY DOCUMENTED AND ATTRIBUTED.  IF NOT, IT IS PLAGIARISM.  Plagiarism is theft.  Depending on the circumstances, it can be grounds for failing the paper, failing a course, or even expulsion.

	TWO MAIN STYLES OF DOCUMENTATION

	FOOTNOTES or ENDNOTES
	This gives attribution by numbered list either at the bottom of the pages or on a separate page at the end of the paper.  It is used by The Chicago Manual of Style and some specific disciplines.

	PARENTHTICAL ATTRIBUTION
	This gives attribution in a parenthesis within the body of the paper.  

· Modern Language Association (MLA) 

· American Psychological Association (APA).


The basic forms of MLA and APA attribution look like this.

	MLA
	Use the AUTHOR'S LAST NAME and PAGE NUMBER(S) in parentheses after the source material in the paper, as with this quote:

An obstacle to teaching writing is that "people don't understand the power of language to shape reality" (Dewey 12).

	APA
	Use the AUTHOR'S LAST NAME and YEAR OF PUBLICATION in parentheses after the source material in the paper, as with this paraphrase:

 People often don't see that language is what enables them to interpret the world around them (Dewey, 2006).

	Essentially, author name and page number or year are the ONLY information included in the parentheses.  MLA has NO additional punctuation; APA has a comma. APA includes page numbers only for quotations: (Dewey, 2006, p. 12). The period comes AFTER the parentheses because the attribution is part of the sentence.


VARIATIONS ON THE BASIC ATTRIBUTION FORM

See the Publication Manual of the APA (6th ed.) or another handbook for correct APA formats. The following samples are in MLA style according to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th ed.)

1. Use first initials to identify two authors with the same last name.

"Language is our interface with the world" (Dewey, E. 12).


On the other hand, "the world needs no interface with us" (Dewey, T. 44).

2. Use a key word from the title of the source to identify two works by the same author.

Word-processing can make the revision process simpler (Dewey, Apple 4).


Sometimes there is no substitute for a "page of pencilled scribbles" (Dewey, "Ticonderoga" 15).

3. For two or three authors, use all the last names. For more than three, use et al.

Research is "the only sure method of discovery" (World, Book, and Paper 4).


Research is "a sure way to madness" 
(Freud et al. 57).

4. Cite a key word from the title for works with no author given.

Research is a "scavenger hunt" ("Fun" 6).

5. To quote material that is already quoted in a source, use single and double quotes. Name both the person quoted and the source in the parentheses.

Research is " 'a detail that gets in the way of the truth' " (Lyre qtd. in Dewey 3).

6. For ease and variety, identify sources (author only or with title) in the body of the text.  For MLA, ALWAYS keep the page number in parentheses at the end. This works well with awkward-to-attribute sources such as government documents, websites, or other non-print media. 

Dewey states that people often don't see that language enables us to understand the world (15).


Strunk and White's The Elements of Style contains the classic advice "Omit needless words"(37).


The National Institutes of Health website warns against “fearmongering” about influenza.
For quotes longer than 4 typewritten lines, use block format, like this:
Begin the quote on a separate line, indent 10 spaces, and double space. The quote can run over to the left margin just like the main body of text. DO NOT use quote marks. Use the basic format or option 6 above to identify the source. Block quotes should be used sparingly, especially in a paper less than ten pages long. The parenthesis comes AFTER the period, like this.  (Dewey 612)    
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