	The Research Paper Process


A research paper is written using documented evidence from reputable sources.  Its purpose may be to explain or to argue a point.

	1
	Picking Your Topic. 


You may be assigned a topic, but if you have to pick your own follow this advice:

· Brainstorm by checking your text, notes, or tests for ideas.  Ask your instructor or think of topics that have been discussed in class.  Ask questions about a topic.  The ANSWER to a question becomes your thesis statement.

· AVOID popular topics unless you can come up with a unique perspective. Try a local or regional slant. It will be hard to find sources or say anything original on a clichéd topic.

· Pick a topic that interests you.  It will make the whole process more bearable, if not fun!

	2
	Find Sources and Evidence


You want the sources and evidence to refute or support your thesis.

· Primary Sources are materials you develop yourself such as experiments, interviews, and observations.  Some papers may be based on such sources or your instructor may require one or more primary sources.  

· Secondary Sources are those in any media from books to television to the Internet.  Much student research uses these sources.

	3
	Libraries as Sources 


· Libraries have two main selections: books and periodicals. They also have computer databases, Internet access, pamphlets, CDs, and videos. 

· And they have librarians, experts at finding and evaluating sources.
	4
	Other Sources 
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The Internet is a bonanza and a minefield. Learn to effectively search for and evaluate sources. 
· Your Delta library has access to information at libraries across the state and the country.  Inter-library loans can be invaluable. 

· Other good sources include businesses, individuals (such as instructors,) and organizations.
· Monitor the news.  You can get lucky and your topic will hit the headlines.
	5
	Evaluating and Selecting Sources 


· Learn to read catalog and index listings to judge a print source.  Is it up to date?  By a recognized authority?  Does it have an index, bibliography, and pictures?

· Learn to evaluate websites.  Who runs the site? What is the slant or bias? Is it up to date? Recognized by other authorities?

· Browse selected sources in the library before checking them out or copying or printing from the web.  Do they seem biased or controversial?  Do they seem honest and objective?

· Copy bibliographic information completely and carefully.  You’ll need it to use the source.

· Consult more than the minimum required.  If your instructor requires five sources, find ten and choose the best, most effective five; don’t settle for the first five you find.

	6
	Read Your Sources 


· Avoid printing big documents or sites from the web. Learn to skim online and save time and money.
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Look for specific information that will support or refute your thesis.

· Take accurate notes when quoting or paraphrasing.  Keep notes organized and clearly identified.

· Record bibliographic information.

	7
	Writing the Paper 


· Try to complete your research and begin writing a rough draft at the halfway point of the assignment period, whether it’s two weeks or two months before the due date.

· Complete your draft in time to revise and to do additional research.

	8
	Creating the Final Draft 
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Follow a standard research format for citations and references such as those of the Modern Language Association, American Psychological Association, or Chicago Manual of Style. See out T/LC handouts for basics.

· Word-process your paper, including a title page, double-spacing, and at least a one-inch margin.

	9
	Get Help! 


· Check with your instructor, the library staff, and the Teaching/Learning Center for help at any stage of the process.
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