THINKING CRITICALLY

Critical Thinking Skills are vital to our lives.  Thinking should be regarded as an active, organized process with a goal.

THREE KINDS OF THINKING SKILLS

	INFORMATION GATHERING SKILLS

· What to look for
· Where to find it
	Basic skills include:

1. Being able to read and understand written, graphic, and pictorial information.

2. Knowing information sources.  Go beyond the obvious one of the Internet, libraries and mass media; businesses, associations, government agencies, schools, and individuals are all excellent resources.



	INFERENTIAL THINKING SKILLS

· How to analyze what you find
	Basic skills include:

1. Understanding a main idea or thesis

2. Judging adequacy, accuracy, and relevance of material

3. Drawing conclusions by generalizing or summarizing

4. Making predictions by guessing or estimating

	EVALUATIVE THINKING SKILLS

· Making judgments about what you find
	Basic skills include:

1. Telling fact from probability or opinion

2. Identifying values and biases in information

3. Making choices and decisions


A Critical Thinking Process can be short and definite or lifelong and open-ended

HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR THINKING SKILLS

	TO IMPROVE YOUR:

INFORMATION GATHERING SKILLS


	1. Learn to use a library, and learn to use the Internet effectively!

2. Expand your reading to include newspapers and magazines that you haven’t read before.  Watch for names of people, groups, and agencies that might be sources.

3. Join a group that’s concerned with whatever interests you.  It will have newsletters and other publications, meeting and conventions packed with information.

	TO IMPROVE YOUR:
INFERENTIAL THINKING SKILLS


	1. Play games! Especially games with other people. It may seem odd, but strategy games, such as chess, euchre, or parcheesi make you plan ahead, guessing moves, countermoves, and outcomes.  Scrabble and Sudoku help you see patterns.

2. Follow or become involved in a real-life controversy.

For instance, is your community planning a recycling program?  

	
	· Who is involved?

· What are their interests?

· Are there compromises?
	· How do they support their position?

· How is the issue presented, and a decision reached?

· What is “lost” or “gained” and by whom?

	TO IMPROVE YOUR:
EVALUATIVE THINKING SKILLS


	1. Study your decision-making to see what interferes with the process.

2. Manage your time.  Avoid procrastination and rushed decision. 

3. Don’t rely on the recommendations of others.  Find the facts first.

4. Learn to spot deceptive or misleading language and symbols.

5. Learn to recognize bias, slant, and point of view.


Critical Thinking Skills can help you feel more confident about coping with your schooling, your work, and your life.
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