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How Do I Organize My Team?

The Events:  All of the events are designed for students to work in partners or groups of three or more.  Since there are 23 events and 15 students on a team, and each event is designed for partners, each student will need to compete in more than one event if you want your team to participate in all 23 events.  A team is not required to participate in all 23 events, but your team will be much more competitive if you do.  If you are new to Science Olympiad, it is recommended you focus on a select number of events, while not participating in other events; then each year you add more & more events and build your competitive team.  

Types of Events:  There are 3 main categories/types of events—test events, engineering events, and lab events.  

Test events: students study a particular subject, such as anatomy, astronomy, ecology, etc., and they take a written test to measure their knowledge of the topic.  
Engineering events: students build a device that meets certain requirements and can perform a specific task.  For example, they may have to build a catapult that can launch a ball a certain distance, or build a bridge that can hold a certain amount of weight.  At the competition, students bring the devices they have built and test them.
Lab events: students learn lab techniques, such as measuring acidity, testing for chemical reactions, using chromatography, measuring volumes, using lab instruments, etc.  At the competition, they perform lab investigations using proper procedures and equipment, and answer questions using their knowledge.

Assigning Events: When organizing your team, you should ask students which events they are most interested in, and try to assign them to these events if possible.  Each student will need to be assigned to 3 or 4 events in order to cover all 23 events for the competition.  Or, some students may want to take on more events, while others may want fewer events.  It is always a good idea to assign a backup person to each event as well, in case there is a scheduling conflict for the competition, or a person drops out of the event.
Once the event schedule for the Regional Competition is released, you may need to make adjustments to your event assignments, as 3 to 4 events are usually run at the same time during the competition.  You can check the Region IV website for schedule updates.

Practicing:  While it is not always feasible, students should try to meet at least once per week for each event they are in.  It is very helpful to have parents involved in the coaching process, especially if they have any expertise in the areas being studied.

Students and coaches need to read the rules for their events very carefully.  There is a lot of detailed information for each event!  For more information, they can check the Science Olympiad website: www.soinc.org.  Click on “Event Info”, and then your division (B for middle school, C for high school), to see suggested links for different events.  Some of these links even contain practice tests, study guides, and other helpful sites.

Teams will receive the Events Rulebook and Manual, but you may purchase other materials & manuals from the National Science Olympiad at www.soinc.org by clicking on the “Store” link.  These materials are very helpful, especially for first-time coaches.
What about the competition?

Regional Competition:  Your team will attend our Regional Competition, which takes place in March.  Main Teams and Alternate Teams compete in all of the same events at the competition, but in different tiers.  Main Teams can win medals, Alternate Teams cannot.  Also, Alternate Teams cannot advance to the State-level competition.  Think of the Alternate Team as a “JV Team” and getting ready for next year. 
If your Main Team places well at the Regional Competition, they may be invited to attend the State-level competition at MSU, which usually takes place in early May.  

Invitationals:  If you would like your team to get extra practice, you can also attend Invitational Competitions, which take place all over the state prior to the Regional Competition.  Attending an Invitational is a good way to give your team an idea of what the Regional Competition is like, and give them some practice before the “main event.”  It also helps them to see what devices need adjustments, and which events they need more practice for.

What do Coaches need to do before the competition?
Submit your team’s Roster Form and publicity waiver Form: You are required to fill out the Roster Form - which you will receive by email, plus there will be a link on our website for this form. The publicity waiver form is also required, because the local media usually attends to film our event and take pictures. 
Transportation: make arrangements on how your team will arrive at Delta College. Most teams use their school’s busing; some teams will car pool with parents. 

What do Coaches/Teams need to bring to the competition?
Supplies:  When you come to the competition, don’t forget to bring all supplies your students will need, including the correct type of goggles, calculators, pencils, any devices they have built, any notes they are allowed to bring, etc. Check the rules for each event carefully to see what students are required to bring! 

Testing & Task Materials:  Remember to bring all materials needed for the events you are running, and the tasks you are volunteering to do.  

