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WHAT IS THE SCIENCE OLYMPIAD?

Science Olympiad is a national science education program, created to increase student interest in science and improve the quality of science education. Science Olympiad promotes problem solving and skill-building activities in biology, chemistry, physical science, earth science, astronomy, engineering, and technology. 
As a member of the Science Olympiad program, your school will participate in our Region IV Science Olympiad Tournament. The Regional Tournament is an academic interscholastic competition by regional schools; students compete against other schools and showcase their knowledge in science. The competition consists of 23 different events covering all areas of science.
While the competition is the main event, the preparation for the competition provides a unique learning experience for students.  Students not only learn exciting science topics not often taught in school, but they also learn team work, and they learn that science can be fun and competitive.
You can find out lots of information at the National Science Olympiad website:  www.soinc.org, and at the Michigan Science Olympiad website:  http://www.michiganso.org.
WHY SHOULD MY SCHOOL PARTICIPATE?

The Science Olympiad can:

· Stimulate student interest in science by showcasing their competence and effort in a national program

· Stimulate the kind of interest, enthusiasm, and commitment for science that we see exhibited for sports

· Increase enrollment in science classes

· Improve community perception of science education

· Focus school district attention on science programs

· Improve in State and National Science Standard-Assessments. 
WHAT MUST OUR SCHOOL DO TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SCIENCE OLYMPIAD COMPETITION?

1. The school must select a HEAD COACH (may be a science teacher, non-science teacher, a parent, or a community leader). Schools create a team of up to 15 students who work together to prepare for this 23-event competition. Students can be hand-selected by teachers, you can take volunteer students, or you can have try-outs for the team, depending on interest in your school. High schools are “Division C”; Middle schools are “Division B”. Obtain teachers, volunteers, and parents to help the students prepare for the tournament.
2. The school must join National Science Olympiad and Michigan Science Olympiad (M.S.O.) to be a member of the Science Olympiad program and to make their team eligible to participate in regional, state, and national tournaments. The LINK to the M.S.O. is on our regional website. You will register for both National & State when you register on the M.S.O. website. The M.S.O. will collect the membership fee for the National & State. After you register your team with the National & State, you must register with our Region. Competition at the Regional tournament is required prior to the State tournament. The top teams of the Regional tournament participate at the State tournament. 
3. If your school has more than 15 students interested in participating, then forming an Alternate Team (similar to a “JV team”) may be your next step. An Alternate Team is formed when “there is more than one team per school competing in any tournament (this includes attending an invitational, which is a practice tournament)”. An Alternate Team will participate & compete in the same manner as the competitive teams from all schools, but the Alternate Team will not receive medals nor attend the State Tournament. An Alternate Team will also have a maximum of fifteen students. The Alternate Team is designed to increase participation and fun while preparing those students for next year’s tournament. Alternate teams are accepted only after your school registers a main, competitive team. The Alternate Team will participate in an event AFTER the school’s main team participates. There is a membership fee at the State/National and Regional tournaments. 
HISTORY OF SCIENCE OLYMPIAD… 
Science Olympiad began when Dr. Gerard J. Putz, Regional Science Consultant for Macomb County Intermediate School District in Michigan, invited John C. "Jack" Cairns, State Science Supervisor for Delaware Department of Instruction, to share the Science Olympiad program with Macomb County educators on March 29, 1982. The invitation was prompted by an article on the Delaware Science Olympiad (The Science Teacher, December 1977) written by Douglas Macbeth, past Delaware State Science Supervisor, that was brought to Dr. Putz's attention by Michigan Science Teachers Association President David Larwa. The Delaware Science Olympiad was patterned after similar events in Pennsylvania and North Carolina. After two successful workshops at the Macomb Intermediate School District (March 1982) and the Edsel and Eleanor Ford Estate (January 1983), science education leaders in Southeastern Michigan planned two very successful tournaments at Lawrence Institute of Technology (April 1983) and Oakland University (May 1984).

These two tournaments were so successful that Dr. Putz convinced Mr. Cairns that they should share the program with the rest of the nation. The Science Olympiad program was presented to the Council of State Science Supervisors at the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) Conference in Boston in 1984 and sponsors were solicited from the conference exhibitors. Dr. Putz's experience with the Army (Lt. Col. Air Defense Artillery, retired) and the understanding of its continued need for a high-tech modern work force led him to the Army's booth. After much discussion, the Army decided to sponsor a National Leadership Seminar to determine the level of interest before they committed to sponsoring the first Science Olympiad National Tournament. Leaders from all 50 states and Puerto Rico were invited to this first seminar at the St. Clair Inn in Michigan in the summer of 1984. Event supervisors, coaches and students so impressed the United States Army Recruiting Command (USARAC) executives and the N.W. Ayer advertising agency that the Army decided to sponsor Science Olympiad's national founding. The first annual Science Olympiad National Tournament was hosted by Michigan State University in May, 1985, with 17 states participating. Currently in 2008, there are 5,300 secondary schools from 47 states participating, with an additional 10,000 elementary schools holding Science Olympiad tournaments or hands-on events. 

