South Campus Parking & Storm Water Drain System
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The project, designed to take advantage of environmentally friendly sustainability concepts, addressed improvements to the storm water drain system and the Klauss Drain as identified in the 2003 Campus Master Plan. It incorporated desperately needed renovations and upgrades to the two deteriorating south parking lots which had not been repaved since originally constructed in the early 1970's. Student need for adequate parking and use of these lots has grown with increased enrollment. Even more significant, were necessary upgrades to vehicular and pedestrian bridges providing access to the south parking area and the expansion of the east lot to provide improved access to campus buildings. A boulevard style car and bus drop off area have been incorporated at the main visitor entrance.

Three new bridge crossings have been constructed over the Klaus Drain. The stream channel has been widened and the sharp drain bends softened to increase the holding availability and alleviate flood conditions. The work completed in the drain includes a more natural meandering watercourse to allow the growth of various aquatic organisms, promote water cleanliness, and cultivate the diversity of micro and macro invertebrates like fish and bugs, which will benefit from the improved ecosystem changes.

Saginaw's Champagne & Marx Excavating, Inc. was awarded the construction contract. Final elements include lawn seeding and landscaping, new traffic signs and additional wayfinding signs at key entrance sidewalks and parking lots

All of the project areas will be utilized by Delta students, faculty, staff, and the community as they seek services and attend classes. The storm water drainage system and storm water detention / wet meadow areas will be used by our environmental and science programs for field observations and laboratory study of the various aquatic habitats and micro systems. The southeast parking lot will be utilized as an evening and weekend motorcycle training driving range from April to October each year.
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